
abatement. The abatement costs, including necessary and reasonable costs for and associated 
with clearing, preventing unauthorized entry to, or demolishing all or a portion of a structure or 
premises, or taking any other action with regard to a structure or premises necessary to remedy 
a violation and to maintain and preserve the public health, safety, and welfare in accordance 
with any local government ordinance, shall be charged to and paid by the property owner. 
 
c. Filing of notice to contest a citation in accordance with subsection 8(g) of this Section shall 
serve to toll the county's abatement of the violation, unless the code enforcement officer has 
reason to believe that the existence of the violation presents imminent danger, a serious threat 
to the public health, safety, and welfare, or if in the absence of immediate action, the effects of 
the violation will be irreparable or irreversible. In the event the Board or a hearing officer 
determines that the violation contested did occur, the Board or hearing officer may order that the 
abatement proceed immediately or within a specified time period not to exceed 30 days. 
 
d. The code official shall bill the property owner of such premises at least once following 
abatement. No lien claimed shall be filed against the property until seven (7) days have elapsed 
after the bill is sent. If the property is the subject of litigation, the lien may be filed immediately 
upon the mailing of the bill. 
 
13. Liens, Fines, Charges and Fees. 
 
a. The County shall possess a lien on property owned by the person found by a final, 
non-appealable final order as defined by KRS 65.8805(8), or by a final judgment of the court, to 
have committed a violation of a County ordinance. The lien shall be for all civil fines assessed 
for the violation and for all charges and fees incurred by the County in connection with the 
enforcement of the ordinance, including abatement costs. An affidavit of the code enforcement 
officer shall constitute prima facie evidence of the amount of the lien and the regularity of the 
proceedings pursuant to KRS 65.8801 to 65.8839. The lien: 
 
1. Shall be recorded in the office of the county clerk; 
 
Ii. Shall be notice to all persons from the time of its recording and shall bear interest until paid; 
 
Iii. Subject to KRS 65.8836, shall take precedence over all other liens, except state, county, 
school board, and city taxes; 
 
Iv. Shall continue for ten (10) years following the date of the nonappealable final order, or final 
judgment of the court; and 
 
V. May be enforced by judicial proceedings, including an action to foreclose. 
 
b. A copy of the notice of the lien shall be mailed to the owner of the premises. However, the 
failure to mail the owner a copy of such notice or the failure of the owner to receive such notice 
shall not affect the right of the county to enforce its lien for such charges as provided by law. 


