
 
 
Addition (to an existing structure) - Any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a 
structure in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a firewall. 
Any walled and roofed addition, which is connected by a firewall or is separated by independent 
perimeter load-bearing walls, is new construction. 
 
Al-30 and AE zones - Special Flood Hazard Areas inundated by the I% annual chance flood (I 
00-year flood. Base flood elevations (BFEs) are determined. 
 
AH zone - An area of 100-year shallow flooding where depths are between I and 3 feet (usually 
shallow ponding). Base flood elevations are shown. 
 
AO zone - An area of l 00-year shallow flooding where water depth is between one and three 
feet (usually sheet flow on sloping terrain) Flood depths are shown. 
 
Appeal - A request for a review of the Floodplain Administrator's interpretation of any provision 
of this ordinance or from the Floodplain Administrator's ruling on a request for a variance. 
 
AR/Al -A30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, and AR/A zones - Special Flood Hazard Areas 
(SFHAs) that result from the de-certification of a previously accredited flood protection system 
that is in the process of being restored to provide a 100-year or greater level of flood protection. 
After restoration is complete these areas will still experience residual flooding from other 
flooding sources. 
 
A99 zone - That part of the SFHA inundated by the 100-year flood which is to be protected from 
the I00- year flood by a Federal flood protection system under construction. No base flood 
elevations are determined. 
 
Area of shallow flooding -A designated AO or AH Zone on a community's Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM) where the base flood depths range from one to three feet, there is no clearly 
defined channel, the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate; and velocity flow may 
be evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 
 
Band X zones (shaded)- Areas of the 0.2% annual chance (500-year) flood, areas subject to the 
100-year flood with average depths of less than one foot or with contributing drainage area less 
than l square mile, and areas protected by levees from the base flood. 
 
Base flood-A flood which has a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 
year (also called the "100-year flood"). Base flood is the term used throughout this ordinance. 
 
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) - The elevation shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
for Zones AE, AH, Al-30, AR, AR/ A, AR/ AE, AR/ Al-A30, AR/ AH, and AR/AO that 
indicates the water surface elevation resulting from a flood that has a I-percent or greater chance 
of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 
 
Basement - That portion of a structure having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all four 
sides. 
 
Building - A walled and roofed structure that is principally aboveground; including a 
manufactured home, gas or liquid storage tank, or other man-made facility or infrasb 
infrastructureSee definition for structure. 
 
C and X (unshaded) zones - Areas determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain. 
 
Community- A political entity having the authority to adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances 
for the area under its jurisdiction. 
 
 


