
 
zone that begins with the letter A is subject to the I 00-year flood. Over the life of a 
30-year loan, there is a 26-percent chance of experiencing such a flood with the SFHA. 
 
Participating Community - A community that voluntarily elects to participate in the 
NFIP by adopting and enforcing floodplain management regulations that are consistent 
with the standards of the NFIP. 
 
Pre-FIRM Construction - Construction or substantial improvement, which started on or 
before December 31, 1974, or before the effective date of the initial FIRM of the 
community, whichever is later. 
 
Post-FIRM Construction - Construction or substantial improvement that started on or 
after the effective date of the initial FIRM of the community or after December 31, 1974, 
whichever is later. 
 
Probation - A means of formally notifying participating NFIP communities :if violations 
and deficiencies in the administration and enforcement of the local floodplain 
management regulations. During periods of probation, each insurance policy is subject to 
a $50 surcharge. 
 
Program Deficiency- A defect in a community's floodplain management regulations or 
administrative procedures that impairs effective implementation of those floodplain 
management standards or of the standards of 44 CFR 60.3, 60.4, 60.5, and/or 60.6. 
 
Public Safety and Nuisance - Anything which is injurious to safety~.- health of an entire 
community or neighborhood, or any considerable number of persons, or unlawfully 
obstructs the free passage or use, in the customary manner, of any navigable lake, or 
river, bay, stream, canal, or basin. 
 
Recreational Vehicle -A vehicle that is: 
 

1) Built on a single chassis; 
2) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 
3) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable to a light duty truck; and 
4) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living 
quarters 
for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 
 

Regular Program - The phase of a community's participation in the NFIP where more 
comprehensive floodplain management requirements are imposed and higher amounts of 
insurance are available based upon risk zones and elevations determined in a FIS. 
 
Regulatory floodway - The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land 
areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively 
increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot. See Base Flood. 
 
Remedy a violation - The process by which a community brings a structure or other 
development into compliance with State or local floodplain management regulations, or, 
if this is not possible, to reduce the impact of non-compliance. Reduced impact may 
include protecting the structure or other affected development from flood damages, 
implementing the enforcement provisions of the ordinance or otherwise deterring future 
similar violations, or reducing state or federal financing exposure with regard to the 
structure or other development. 
 
Repair - The reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing structure. 
 

 
 


