
 
Repetitive Loss - Flood-related damages sustained by a structure on two or more 
separate occasions during a I 0-year period where the value of damages equals or exceeds 
an average of 50% of the current value of the structure, beginning on the date when the 
damage first occurred, or, four or more flood losses of$ I 000.00 or more over the life of 
the structure, or, three or more flood losses over the life of the structure that are equal to 
or greater than the current value of the structure. 
 
Riverine - Relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, 
brook, etc. 
 
Section 1316- That section of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended, 
which states that no new or renewal flood insurance coverage shall be provided for any 
property that the Administrator finds has been declared by a duly constituted state or 
local zoμing authority or other authorized public body to be in violation of state or local 
laws, regulations, or ordinances that are intended to discourage or otherwise restrict land 
development or occupancy in flood-prone areas. 
 
Sheet flow area - see "Area of shallow flooding." 
 
Special flood hazard area (SFHA) - That portion of the floodplain subject to inundation 
by the base flood and/or flood-related erosion hazards as shown on a FHBM or FIRM as 
Zone A, AE, Al - A30, AH, AO, or AR. 
 
Start of Construction - (includes substantial improvement and other proposed new 
development) - The date a building permit is issued, provided the actual start of 
construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition placement or other 
improvement is within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means the first 
placement of permanent construction ofa structure (including manufactured home) on a 
site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, the installation of piles, construction of 
columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a 
manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land 
preparation, such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it include the installation of 
streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or 
foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the 
property of accessory structures, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units 
or not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of 
construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part 
of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
structure. 
 
Structure - A walled and roofed building that is principally above ground; including 
manufactured homes, gas or liquid storage tanks, or other man-made facilities or 
infrastructures. See "Building." 
 
Subdivision - Any division, for the purposes of sale, lease, or development, either on the 
installment plan or upon any and all other plans, terms and conditions, of any tract or 
parcel of land into two (2) or more lots or parcels. 
 
Subrogation - An action brought by FEMA to recover insurance money paid out where 
all or part of the damage can be attributed to acts or omissions by a community or other 
third party. 
 
Substantial Damage - Means any damage to a building for which the cost of repairs 
equals or exceeds fifty percent of the market value of the building prior to the damage 
occurring. This term includes structures that are categorized as repetitive loss. 
 

 
 


