
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements:  
 1. An applicant seeking subdivision plat or development plan approval:  
 a. May divert enough of the sinkhole drainage area so that the  

development of the remaining area does not increase the total quantity of runoff into the 
sinkhole. For approval of this type of proposal, the applicant shall provide for approval, a 
study which must show that the development will not aggravate flooding on the proposed  
development, adjacent properties or lands, or connected/adjacent sinkhole clusters or 
systems.  
b. Where the sinkhole outlet is offsite, either the runoff leaving the  
subject property must be shown to be no greater in flow or in quantity than that which is 
exerted before the development.  
c. Sinkhole limits and non-buildable areas are to be defined by a certified  
geologist and/or geotechnical engineer. The sinkhole limits shall be identified as outlined 
in sections g.i., and h.i., of this ordinance. The plats and plans shall provide a reference to 
the required study detailing the method(s) of the investigation used to define said limits.  
d. Sinkhole limits and non-buildable areas are to be identified on the  
preliminary or final development plan, preliminary or final subdivision plat, and 
construction plans by shading or other means to clearly identify those areas.  
e. Post-developed discharges shall be treated prior to draining into the  
sinkhole limits.  
f. Structures located adjacent to the closed contour of a sinkhole or  
adjacent to an immediate sinkhole drainage area shall not be permitted to have a 
basement or first floor elevation lower than an elevation, USGS Datum or other 
comparable source, to be determined on a case- by-case basis, said elevation being at 
least one (1) foot above the 100 year 24-hour storm event (maximum) assuming no 
outflow from the sinkhole. Minimum Floor Elevations for such lots are to be referenced 
and shown on the plat.  
g. The applicant or applicant's representative shall verify any  
requirement of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) including but not limited to 
ground water injection permit(s).  
h. In the event that a sinkhole, immediate sinkhole drainage area,  
sinkhole cluster area, or portions of such items are not shown on the referenced maps and 
documentation but are determined or discovered during the course of construction, the 
applicant shall:  

i. Notify the Planning Commission Engineer and City Engineer,  
where applicable, immediately.  
ii. Shall provide all documentation, studies, and any related  
information to the Planning Commission Engineer and City Engineer, where 
applicable, as if the sinkhole, immediate sinkhole drainage area, sinkhole cluster 
area, or portions of such items were identified prior to approval and noted on the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


