
requested, it shall be the Applicant's responsibility to prove to the Board 
of Adjustment or other authority having jurisdiction that the SES will be 
effectively screened from residentially zoned properties. Existing buffers 
along an SES perimeter shall be preserved when reasonably practicable. 

G. Protection of Farmland and Revegetation of Disturbed Areas 

1. Compaction of soil associated with the location of roads and installation 
staging areas for Intermediate and Large-Scale Ground Mounted SES on land 
zoned for agricultural use shall be minimized to the extent possible. 
Compaction of soil associated with the location of roads and installation 
staging areas for all Ground Mounted SES on land zoned for agricultural use 
that are classified either as prime farmland or farmland of statewide 
importance shall be avoided to the extent possible, and the soils shall be de­
compacted as part of the decommissioning process. 

2. Upon completion of construction and installation of the Ground 
Mounted SES, all temporary roads constructed by the applicant shall be 
removed, and all disturbed areas shall be graded, de-compacted. and 
reseeded with native vegetation in order to establish an effective ground 
cover and to minimize erosion and sedimentation. 

3. Topsoil shall not be removed. Grasses shall be maintained or established. 
Herbicides and ground sterilant and gravel shall not be used as a method of 
vegetative control, except around fences. Grasses, weeds, and wildflowers 
inside and outside the security fence shall comply with all applicable 
requirements of the adopted property maintenance code. Tb~ Board of 
Adjustment may waive this requirement if the developer can show this 
requirement will create an undue burden and an acceptable ground 
maintenance plan is submitted with the conditional use permit application. 

H. Signage. A Ground Mounted SES may include such signage as is required by law to 
provide safety information, and other signage as may be allowed under this 
Ordinance. 

I. Decommissioning. Other than as specifically approved by the Board of Adjustment 
or other authority having jurisdiction upon application and notice, decommissioning 
shall begin no later than twelve (12) months after a Ground Mounted SES has ceased 
to generate electricity or thermal energy: 

1. If the Ground Mounted SES was a permitted use without a conditional use 
permit, all structures and facilities associated with the SES shall be removed 

within six (6) months of the beginning of decommissioning. All materials 
shall be recycled or otherwise reused to the extent reasonably practicable 
and the disturbed areas shall be reclaimed, revegetated, and restored 
consistent with the zoning classification of the property. 
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